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Central Intelligence Agency

-

Washington, D.C. 20505

January 19, 1977

To My Fellow Employees:

It's time to go now, and yet it seems as if I have just
begun.

First, I want to say Thank You to all. I have never been
associated with any institution that gives its leadership more
cooperation and more support. I wish I could thank each of you
personally.

As I leave the Agency and the Intelligence Community there
are a few personal observations I would like to make.

First, I believe it is essential that the American people
give this Agency its full and unqualified support. The world
we live in demands no less. The support for the Agency was
shaken during the height of the public hearings in 1975. It
was shaken, not only because of a handful of abuses that did take
place and which indeed had been remedied before the hearings took
place; but also it was shaken even more by the endless stream of
allegations which were untrue but which were given great attention.

This is changing now, and it is changing for the better. We
are still slugged at times with unfair criticism, but the sensa-
tionalism is giving way now to legitimate inquiry; the adversary
relationship with Congress has given way to thorough and
constructive oversight; the frantic search for reorganization
and dismantlement has given way to a Tegitimate search for ways
to improve things.

It is essential that CIA continue to work with the Congress,
with the rest of the Executive Branch, and to some degree with
the public, to demonstrate that CIA the Reality is very different
from CIA the Myth. We are cooperating fully with all concerned;
and this is bound to result in the Truth. We honor the Truth;
we do not fear it.

D ¢

Approved For Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP80M00165A002600030005-9




Approved I‘Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP80M006A002600030005-9

-2-

Secondly, we should continue to strive for fair and
better legislation to protect sources and methods of obtaining
intelligence. We should do all we possibly can to guard against
unauthorized leaks, and I strongly urge that we have a reawakening
of the need for present and past employees to honor their security
commitments. No foreign intelligence organization can be run
without careful adherence to security, and we should be ever
mindful of the fact that security is everyone's job.

Thirdly, I am pleased with the way the President's Executive
Order has been faithfully implemented. A1l components have
cooperated fully. As a result we are operating within the
guidelines--guidelines designed to safeguard the rights of
private citizens. To deserve the confidence of the American
people, we must continue to operate, as we are now, within
the Taw, responsive to Congressional and Executive oversight.

I congratulate all for working to make the Executive Order
effective.

Lastly, a word about the Dedication here. I have been
privileged to serve in many fascinating assignments in public
and private life, but nowhere else have I ever encountered the
same degree of unselfish dedication ‘to country as I have
encountered here at CIA. I thank each and every one of you
for the cooperation you have given me over the past year. I
know you will give our new Director the same support you have
given me.

I am leaving CIA now, but I take with me many happy
memories. Even the tough, unsolved problems don't seem so
awesome; for they are overshadowed by our successes and by
the fact that we do provide the best foreign intelligence in
the world. I am Teaving, but I am not forgetting. I hope I
can find some ways in the years ahead to make the American
people understand more fully the greatness that is CIA.

Sincerely,

Geo{j%’Bush
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- THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 ‘

1S JAWwIE o
©TO MY ASSOCIATESVAND‘ FR'IENDS“';OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY:

As my all too br1ef tenure as D1rector of Central 1nte111gence L
draws to a c1ose, I want to thank each of you for the cooperatwon and -
support you have g1ven me. A '

During the course of the past year I have come to rea11ze that ~— ©
indeed the United States is blessed with the finest 1nte]11gence in ...
the world. The dedication inherent in an assignment in the
Intelligence Community is without equal. I have served in many
fascinating assignments in public as well as private 1ife, but no--
where have I encountered the degree of comm1tment which the
Inte]11gence Commun1ty enjoys. ,

I wish I cou]d have accomplished more in obtaining 1eg1sTat1om
to protect intelligence sources and methods. I worry about leaks =
from employees of the Community, past and present, and this nation .
needs a reawakening to honor the spirit as well as the code of our
secrecy agreements. No foreign intelligence institution can be run .
without the str1ctest adherence to security.

. FEE . :
T e Y R

T

I am pleased with the response the Community has given in ,
implementing faithfully the President's Executive Order. A1l com-:
ponents have cooperated fully and I was particularly gratified to
see for the first time a single consolidated budget prepared and
submitted to the President on our National Foreign Intelligence Program.
Moreover, the faithful observance of the guidelines of the Executive
Order has gone a long way in restoring the confidence of the American.
people in our Inte111gence Commun1ty I congratulate all for maklng
it work. '

o Y

As I now leave the pos1t1on of the DCI, I w1sh to express my B o
gratitude for the support you have given me in carrying on our foreign
1nte111gence mission. I have great fa1th in you; American 1nte111gence
is in good hands. : :

‘ Sincere1y;;

154, ggg;'igg _g_g,g;@ L

¢

George Bush -
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Some time ago you mentioned to me a letter
Here is one I have drafted to CIA employees o
It is not, I am sure responsive to what you ke I have just
had in hind for vthe community;... -
- |l have never been . .. - o
Please look this over and then Iet s chat t6 [ leadership more - - .-

th&nk each of you’ BT
see what if anyth1ng is reu1red for Communwty - R

The average DIA employee does not Tlokk - ce Comnun1ty there
. : : - fto make. T
to me as head of his organization- CIA _ B
= o - |e American people SR
people do- hence the dilemma. - port. The world . =~ -

the Agency was
gs in 1975. 1t
| , : , - {abuses that did take
GB - 1-5-77 : . - Jre the hearings took

, , _ _ . |stream of aI]egatfons ‘
atfent1on :

; for the better. We o
.- bism, but the sensa- . . ..
- tuiry; the adversary @ - .l
. thorough and - . 17~
S o < he reorganization

oL L *;’5:-bte search for ways

TR e mWMLIIWIME LMY WAPS WWIIWOTIMAN  Ww e k W‘lth" th& COHQY‘ESS, L
w1th the rest of the Executive Branch, and to some degree with - - -
the public, to demonstrate that CIA the Reality is very different .= =~ =%
than CIA the Myth. We are cooperating fully with all concerned; = -

and this is bound to result in the Truth We honor the Truths
we do not fear 1t A el .
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- . was, shaken, not only because of a handful of abuses that did take
. place and which indeed had been remedied before the hearings took
~ place; but it was shaken more by the endless stream of allegations
o wh1ch were untrue but wh1ch were g1ven great attention.

- are still s]ugged at times with unfair criticism, but the sensa-
- .~ tionalism is giving way now to 1eg1t1mate inquiry; the adversary -
-~ -relationship with Congress has given way to thorough and :

- constructive oversight; the frantic search for reorganization

To My Fellow Employee5° 3?:"'“' -

'assoc1ated with any institution that gives its leadership more
" cooperation and more support I wish 1 could thank each of yow"
persona]]y . ‘

are a few persona] observatwons I wou]d Tike to make.

:give this Agency its full and unqualified support. The world
we Tive in demands no less. The support for the Agency was

't to improve things.
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- It's time to go now, and yet 1t seems ilke I have Just
begun. : L S o

F1rst I want to say Thank You to a11 1 have never beeﬁf}{aﬁa..lu

‘As 1 leave the Agency and the Inte]]1gence Communlty there B
- F1rst, I believe it is essential that the American peopte

shaken during the height of the public hearings in 1975. It

This is chang1ng now, ‘and it is chang1ng for the better. We

and dismantlement has given way to a ]eg1t1mate search for ways A

It is essent1a1 that CIA cont1nue to work w1th the Congress,
with the rest of the Executive Branch, and to some degree with
the public, to demonstrate that CIA the Reality is very different
than CIA the Myth. We are cooperating fully with all concerned;
and this is bound to result in the Truth We honor the Truth°
we do not fear it. : v S L

A}

‘Approved For Release 2004/03/11 : CIA-RDP80M00165A002600030005-9




S

- .
Y

g 002600030005.3 7+

. e T

o Approva’Réléé‘_
. . DDCI -

‘hve never beep -
padership more = 7 -
ank each of you. -

" pate 5 January 1977

USE PREVIOUS

'f "?ifst,,I bé1ieve it is essential‘thdt the American'peop13.~v;?5°f

was shaken, not only because of a handful of abuses that did take = e

“ which were untrue but which were given great attentfon. . . .. . .

'f tionalism is .giving way now to legitimate inquiry; the adversary .
" relationship with Congress has given way to thorough and - ..

. and dismantlement has given way to a legitimate search for ways '
~ to improve things. L e R e

‘we do not fear it. R
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give this Agency its full and unqualified support. The world fn}{ﬁ:;i?j;
we live in demands.no less. The support for the Agency was = .~ ~- -0 @i .o
shaken during the height of the public hearings in 1975. It - - " -

place and which indeed had been remedied before the hearings took i;';f‘g';;iﬁ
place; but it was shaken more by the endless stream of allegations = .’

. This is changing now, and ‘it is changing for the better.ffwé}f
are still slugged at times with unfair criticism, but the sensa- =

constructive oversight; the frantic search for reorganization ‘.

-~ - It is essential that CIA continue.to work with the Congress; .-

with the rest of the Executive Branch, and to some degree with . .
the public, to demonstrate that CIA the Reality is very different -
than CIA the Myth. We are cooperating fully with all concerned;  :: .
and this is bound to result in the Truth. We honor the Truth; =~
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For: Jack Blake:

Please look this OVQr. I would .we1c6me ahy frdnk
personal observations..;; I would Tike }the CIA em§1oye
to get this around Jan.19-20.... - |

B 6B -
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";ﬁTO My Fel]ow Emp]oyee5°'Af3ffn:‘

. It (3 txme to go now, and yet 1t seems 11ke I have Jnsc-Fif~
begun. ' . S .

F1rst, I want to say Thank You to all. I have never”been SRR
associated with any institution that gives its leadership more = = .0 - .
cooperation- and more support I wish I could thank each of you" '

: persona]ly L , e

o As I ]eave the Agenqy and the Intelligence Community there :
©oarea few personal observations I wou]d like to make.,_; -

‘ Flrst I believe 1t is essent1a1 that the Amerwcan people
- give this Agency its full and unqualified support. The world
‘we live in demands no less. The support for the Agency was -
-shaken during the height of the public hearings in 1975. It E
was shaken, not only because of a handful of abuses that did take
place and which indeed had been remedied before the hearings took - - - .-
~ place; but it was shaken more by the endless stream of ailegat1onq :
n‘wh1ch were untrue but whrch were given great attent1on

E Th1s is chang1ng now, and it is changing for the betterc We ‘;nfui
L are st1]1 slugged at times with unfair cr1t1c1sm, but the sensa-
- tionalism is giving way now to ]eg1t1mate inquiry; the adversany
- relationship with Congress has given way to thorough-and . -
constructive oversight; the frantic search for reorganization ‘1‘,_,1;:-1,
and dismantlement has given way to a ]eg1t1mate search for ways - 0
r-to 1mprove things. . . _ _ in_A.‘

It is essentlal that CIA cont1nue to work w1th the Congress, EEERERA S
with the rest of the Executive Branch, and to some degree with -~ .= . .
the public, to demonstrate that CIA the Reality is very different -~ :
than CIA the Myth. We are cooperating fully with all concerned; =~ =
and this is bound to result in the Truth. We honor the Truth;
we do not fear it. e

~
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- 1 continue to worry.about leaks from our Intelligence Commun1ty

‘discussed above we must continue to operate, as we are now, -

- . . sight. I congratu]ate a]] for worklng to make the Executsve - ‘1?; ¢}'75

- and private 1ife, but nowhere else have I ever encountered the ,;ﬁjﬁjf;}ﬁ
" ~same degree of unselfish dedication to country as I have

- for the cooperatlon you have given me over the past year. I-

'g1ven me.

" Secondly, I am concerned about Security. Our security =~ I
procedures are good. Our laws, however, are weak. I have not

accomplished what I wanted to accomplish in the area of getting ~
fair legislation to protect sources and methods of 1nte111gence. o

employees, past and present, and I strongly urge that we have a
reawakening of the need to honor our security agreements. - No .;{
foreign intelligence can be run without careful adherence to s
security. Our Office of Securlty at CIA is flrst class but 1t
cannot do the Job a]onec.»g.; _ S ;ﬂ ,

’ ,'

Th1rd1y, I am pleased w1th the way the Presxdent's Execut?ve ~*'3{'-£‘~
Order has been faithfully implemented. All components have . -.. .- ..
cooperated fully. As a result we are operating within the
guidelines--guidelines designed to safeguard the rights of Sl
private citizens. . To get the confidence from the American peop{e B

within the law, responsive to Congressional and Executive over- -
Order work _ » _

Lastly, a word about the Dedication here 1 have beeﬁ .
privileged to serve in many fascinating assignments in public -
encountered here at CIA. 1 thank each and everyone of you
know you will g1ve our .new Dlrector the same support you have

1 am 1eav1ng CIA now, but I take w1th me many happy

memories. Even the tough problems, solved and unsolved, don.t
seem so awesome; for they are overshadowed by our successes and

- by the fact that we do provide the best foreign intelligence in 5‘“*5”5:“—

the world. I am 1eav1ng but I am not forgetting. I hope I -
can find some ways in the years ahead to make the American -~ - :
peop]e understand more fu11y the greatness that is CIA

S1ncere1y,

‘ 'Geqrge Bush




